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Abstract

“Having already taught English to over 300 millistudents, the Chinese government’s mandate toaaise
generation of active bilinguals is unprecedentescale. However, in this talk | will argue that tngual
justifications for such a massive educational mejancluding rationalizations that are economidjtmal, and
global—ring hollow in the context of actual pattemwf everyday foreign language use and populauiage
ideologies. Instead, we should view the desireEfoglish fluency as part of a broader strategy divildual self-
transformation engendering new forms of citizensmg identity, and understood through a distincBnese
notion of ‘modernity.” Through an examination of’dise narrative practices, including a seriesaies about
Chinese abroad, | examine how individual foreigmglaage users situate themselves in relation tortgeing
transformations in Chinese society.”

*Dr. Henry is a candidate for an Assistant Profesisip in Anthropology with a specialization in lingtic
anthropology.




